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A newsletter for the grand valley
state university community
Published by News & Information Services

U-M president will address December graduates
Mary Sue Coleman, president of the University
of Michigan, will be the speaker at Grand
Valley’s December commencement ceremony
held at Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Also that day, Grand Valley will present
an honorary doctor of arts degree to
Mary Ann Keeler, a longtime supporter of
public arts in Grand Rapids. The Alumni
Association will honor a mathematics
faculty member and an alumnus.
Commencement ceremonies will begin at
10 a.m. on Saturday, December 12. Faculty and
staff members who plan to process should
arrive by 9:30 a.m. for robing and begin
lining up for the processional at 9:45 a.m.
Coleman is the 13th president of the University
of Michigan, and was appointed in 2002.
During her tenure, Coleman has introduced
initiatives that will positively impact U-M
and the economic vitality of the state. Under

Coleman’s
leadership,
U-M launched
“The Michigan
Difference,” a
campaign to raise
$2.5 billion. At
its successful
conclusion in 2008,
the campaign
raised $3.2
billion, the most
ever by a public
university. She
Mary Sue Coleman
also announced a
groundbreaking
partnership between U-M and Google,
which will enable the public to search the
university’s library of 7 million volumes.
For nearly 20 years, Coleman was a member
of the biochemistry faculty at the University

of Kentucky.
She then held
administrative
positions at the
University of
North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and
the University
of New Mexico.
From 1995-2002,
Coleman served
as president of
the University
of Iowa.

Mary Ann Keeler

Keeler has
helped to shape West Michigan’s cultural
legacy. Since her start as a board member
for the Grand Rapids Symphony in 1952,
Keeler has worked to improve the quality
continues on page 3

Across Campus
that they can’t get in a regular classroom.

Use of simulation
in physical therapy
draws attention
Grand Valley’s Physical Therapy Department
has gained recognition for its use of human
simulation as a teaching strategy to prepare
students for an acute care clinical experience

During a lab, students practice different
aspects of physical assessment procedures
on high-tech mannequins and standardized
patients. While simulation is practiced
widely in nursing and medicine, it is a fairly
new addition to the PT curriculum.
“Our goal is to prepare students for real
situations and rare events,” said
Michael Shoemaker, assistant
professor of physical therapy.
“Simulation allows students
to practice these procedures
in a safe environment.”

Photo by Amanda Pitts

Physical therapy students perform CPR on a human simulator as
Michael Shoemaker, assistant professor, looks on.

Shoemaker; Ron Perkins, assistant
director of simulation; and Lena
Riemersma, adjunct faculty member,
wrote an article that garnered
international attention for Grand
Valley. Their article on the use of
high-fidelity human simulators in
physical therapy education courses
was published in Cardiopulmonary
Physical Therapy Journal. It was the
first in a physical therapy journal to

describe how simulators worked in a classroom;
and it drew attention from Daniel Seller, a
physical therapist from Melbourne, Australia.
Seller made a trip to Grand Valley recently
to observe Shoemaker’s labs. “Using
stimulators in training is a very interesting
concept because you are able to get more
creative with the scenarios,” said Seller.
“It is definitely a good environment to
train students and professionals in.”
The students agreed working with simulators is
beneficial. “The simulators force us to problem
solve on the spot and think on our feet,” said
Tracie Vriezema, a second year physical therapy
student. “You are able to see the effects of your
actions and the changes in patient response.”

Study abroad
participation rises
More and more students at Grand Valley are
participating in study abroad programs,
ranking GVSU among the top 10 universities
continues on page 2

2

Forum | november 23, 2009

Across Campus
continued from page 1

WGVU format change a hit

of similar size. The list
of American colleges
and universities with top
international education
programs was released
November 16 by the
International Education
Exchange Institute. The
report reviews the 200708 academic year, the
latest statistics available.

WGVU Real Oldies, 1480 and 850 AM, is a hit with listeners. The
station plays music from the ’50s, ’60s and early ’70s, and carries NPR
news and local news. The format change, from a simulcast of NPR
plus jazz and blues, took place in late August.
“We’re still receiving positive feedback every day,” said Tim Eernisse,
development and marketing manager for WGVU. “The definition
of public broadcasting is giving people what they want and
listeners are telling us they like what they’re hearing.”

Grand Valley was
ranked No. 8 among
Photo courtesy of Padnos International Center
the top 40 master’s
Allison Elkins is pictured in Spain during a study
degree institutions,
abroad trip. GVSU ranked No. 8 among similar-sized
universities in terms of study abroad participation.
with 637 students who
participated in study
abroad programs. Last year, GVSU was ranked 10th with 600 students.
Mark Schaub, executive director of Grand Valley’s Padnos International
Center, attributes the increase to a number of factors: interest nationally
has increased; more GVSU academic programs are encouraging
students to go abroad; and the Padnos Center has an “open study
abroad” policy, in which students can design their own programs.

Inclusion and Equity newsletter
posted online
The Inclusion and Equity Update was sent to faculty and staff members
last week. It is also accessible online at www.gvsu.edu/inclusion, click
on the link under “News.”
Soon, faculty and staff members will receive an e-mail link to a survey
that provides an opportunity to share feedback about the Inclusion
and Equity Division. There is also an online feedback site at www.
gvsu.edu/inclusion, click on the link under “Popular Pages.”
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Eernisse said the station currently has about 4,000 songs in its playlist
and will have more than 5,000 by Christmas. WGVU Real Oldies is hosted
in part by Len O’Kelly and Bill Bailey.

Correction
In the November 16 Forum, a faculty member was not mentioned in the
story about the Presidential Service Learning Scholars. Katalin
Zaszlavik, assistant professor of art and design, was also recognized
as a service learning scholar. We regret this error.

Book club kits for Community
Reading Project available
Book club kits are being distributed in conjunction with the fifth
annual Community Reading Project at Grand Valley. This year’s book
is Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin.
The book club kits include six books and discussion materials aimed
at sparking conversation. The Office of Integrative Learning will
distribute a limited number of books, place a large collection of copies
in the library and engage with local libraries in Grand Rapids and
Holland to bring the reading experience to community members.
Three Cups of Tea, published in 2006, is the story of how Mortenson,
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Glen Swanson,
physics lab instructor
Glen Swanson, physics lab instructor,
brings a wide spectrum of experiences
into the classroom, including working
for NASA and publishing a magazine.
You may have heard his name before, as
Swanson was recently featured in several local
media outlets for designing and installing
solar shutters at his house that convert
the power of the sun into electricity.
“Since a young age, I’ve always been interested
in renewable energy and how it can be used,”
said Swanson. “There is so much potential
in this field right now that it amazes me.”
Swanson earned a master’s degree from
the University of North Dakota and a
bachelor’s degree in history, physics and
math from Western Michigan University.
After teaching at the Jordan College Energy
Institute for three years, he created a
quarterly magazine, Quest, which focuses
on the history of space flight. He said it was
a one-man business; he was the publisher,
editor, reporter, designer and distributor.
“I got the idea of starting the magazine while
teaching, and after the Energy Institute folded
I decided to give it a whirl,” Swanson said.

“So, I went out and
bought a printing
press, computer
and began writing.”
Nearly 20 years later,
the magazine is still
being published.
Swanson’s other
jobs include being a
proposal coordinator
and tech writer for
Glen Swanson
Smith’s Industries
Aerospace in
Grand Rapids,
now GE Aerospace. Also, he was offered
what he said was his “dream job” at NASA.
For four years he worked at the Johnson
Space Center in Houston, Texas, as a civil
servant. He then returned to Grand Rapids
and began teaching at Grand Valley.
“I enjoy being a lab instructor because of the
hands-on, interactive aspect and it’s great to
see the ‘ah-ha’ moments of realization students
experience during labs,” Swanson said. “They
are very sharp and it’s rewarding to see them
apply what they have learned in lecture.”
Swanson and his wife, Deana Weibel-Swanson,
who is an anthropology professor at Grand
Valley, have a 17-month-old son, Luke.
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What’s Ahead
Art abounds at
Grand Valley
The current exhibit at the Red Wall
Gallery in Lake Ontario Hall features
photos taken by a faculty member
from locations around the world.
David Keister’s exhibit, “Foreign
Locations,” will be on display through
January 14. Keister joined Grand Valley
in 1997 as an adjunct faculty member
in the Art and Design Department.
“There is a rich variety of subject matter and
different approaches of Keister’s work,” said
Paris Tennenhouse, exhibitions and collection
design manager at Grand Valley. “For instance,
the arrangements of his composite images
suggest a man-made environment, while the
images of nature are softer and more poetic.”
Keister’s exhibit features a selection of color
and black and white photographs taken during

his travels in
England, France,
Hungary,
Czechoslovakia,
Vienna, Canada,
Bahamas and
the United
States. An
assortment
of subjects
includes
landscapes,
urban
atmospheres
and historical
sites.

Music performances
focus on holidays
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
invites the campus community to
enjoy two performances of holiday
music on Friday, December 4.
Mark Williams, assistant professor of music,
will direct the GVSU Trombone Ensemble in
a performance of holiday classics that will fill
the halls of the Kirkhof Center from 1-1:30 p.m.

Photo by Amanda Pitts

The current Red Wall exhibit
The Art
features photos by David Keister.
Gallery, Red
Wall Gallery,
West Gallery, the Faculty/Staff Dinning
Gallery and the Meijer Holland Campus
Gallery feature artwork by students, faculty
and staff members, as well as guest artists.

From 1:30-3 p.m., University Carillonneur
Julianne Vanden Wyngaard will perform a
variety of holiday melodies on the
Cook Carillon.
The carillon tower will be open for tours,
refreshments will be served and a drawing
will be held for door prizes. For more
information about either performance, call
x13484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/music.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
an American nurse, kept his promise to
villagers in Pakistan to build them a school.
The project eventually became the Central
Asia Institute, which has constructed more
than 50 schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
The title comes from a proverb a villager
told Mortenson: “The first time you share
tea with a Balti, you are a stranger. The
second time, you are an honored guest.
The third time you become family.”
The Community Reading Project is sponsored
by the College of Interdisciplinary Studies,
University Libraries and University Bookstore.
Susan Mendoza, director of Integrative
Learning, said the CRP committee selected
Three Cups of Tea because of its themes
of social responsibility and “the need for
international awareness and empathy.”

English professor
receives state award
Jill VanAntwerp was awarded the Charles
Carpenter Fries Award by the Michigan
Council of Teachers of English at its annual
conference in Lansing. The award is given
in recognition of a distinguished career
in the teaching of English and dedication
to the advancement of the profession.
VanAntwerp joined the Department of
English in 1998; she is an associate professor
of English education and has been the
chair of the department since 2006. She
began teaching for the Lowell Area Schools
and spent 29 years in that district.
VanAntwerp served on the executive committee
of MCTE as a regional coordinator; co-editor of
the Language Arts Journal of Michigan; annual

conference chair; and
served as president of
the organization. From
2005-08, she served
on the executive board
of the Conference on
English Education of
the National Council of
Teachers of English.
Throughout her
career, VanAntwerp
Jill VanAntwerp
has served on many
committees with
the Michigan Department of Education,
including the taskforces that created the
Michigan Curriculum Framework, English
Language Arts MEAP tests, the 2000
standards for endorsement for secondary
English teachers, and the Michigan Test
for Teacher Certification for English.

Mathematics faculty member will be honored at commencement
continued from page 1
of life for area residents through the arts,
which, she said, “can bring beauty and
understanding to our lives — the gifts of spirit.”
Keeler and her husband, the late Miner
(Mike) Keeler, played significant roles in the
revitalization of downtown Grand Rapids. In
1969, Keeler obtained a federal grant to bring
the Alexander Calder stabile, “La Grande
Vitesse,” to Grand Rapids. Keeler has served on
the Grand Rapids City Cultural Committee for
four mayors; and was appointed by Governor
William Milliken to the Commission on Art
in State Buildings. President George H. W.
Bush appointed Keeler to the President’s
Advisory Committee on the Arts.
The Keelers are major Grand Valley
benefactors. Mike and Mary Ann gave a
leadership gift as the first commitment to
the university’s proposed Mary Idema Pew
Library Learning and Information Commons.
Paul E. Fishback, professor of mathematics, is

the recipient
of the 2009
Outstanding
Educator
Award,
presented by
the Alumni
Association.
Fishback joined
Grand Valley’s
faculty in 1993,
after earning a
doctoral degree
in mathematics
from the
University of
WisconsinFile photo
Madison.
Paul Fishback, left, will be
He earned
honored as the Outstanding
Educator at the December 12
a bachelor’s
commencement ceremony.
degree in
mathematics
from Hamilton College.
The Outstanding Educator Award is

presented to a faculty member who has had
the most significant impact on the careers of
alumni. Fishback has served as the chapter
advisor for Pi Mu Epsilon, the national
mathematics honor society, since 1999. He is
also a member of PME’s national council.
Troy A. Hardy, ’95, is the recipient of the
2009 Distinguished Alumnus Award,
presented by the Alumni Association. Hardy
is a music editor, composer and musician.
Owner of Meltro Music in Los Angeles,
Hardy lives in Stevenson Ranch, California.
After earning a bachelor’s degree in music,
Hardy moved to Los Angeles to begin recording
with a band promoted by Randy Jackson,
then an executive for Sony Music and now
a judge on “American Idol.” He then found
a job as a music editor for TV’s “Baywatch.”
His has since worked as a music editor for
more than 250 television shows, including
“Entourage,” “CSI-Crime Scene Investigation,”
“Viva Laughlin,” “The West Wing,” “Huff,”
“My Name is Earl” and “Grey’s Anatomy.”
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General Events
Mon., Nov. 23
Noon-6 p.m.: Campus Recreation hosts
free blood pressure screenings. FH. Call
x13659 for more information.
3 p.m.: Grants Development and
Administration Workshop. “Developing
Competitive Project Proposals for NSF,”
by Scott Grissom. 2147 ASH. Call x16826
for more information.

3 p.m.: College of Education hosts
Retirement Party for Loretta Konecki. EC.
Call x16650 for more information.
8 p.m.: Music Concert. Perugino String
Quartet with Kathryn Stieler, soprano.
CDC. Call x13484 for more information.

Wed., Nov. 25
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Tues., Nov. 24
Noon-6 p.m.: Campus Recreation hosts
free blood pressure screenings. FH. Call
x13659 for more information.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
Erik Nordman, coordinator of the Natural
Resources Management Program, was
interviewed by WOOD-AM 1300 and the Grand
Rapids Business Journal for stories about the
West Michigan Wind Assessment study.
Mark Schaub, executive director of the
Padnos International Center, and visiting
professor Piotr Stanek were interviewed
by WGVU for a story about the STAIR
program and agreement with Cracow
University and University of Debrecen.

Sketches
Maria Landon, affiliate instructor of
marketing, wrote an article, “How is the
Economy Impacting Coffee Sales?” published
in the Grand Rapids Business Journal.
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein
Center for Presidential Studies, received
the Mel Miller Mentoring Award from
the Michigan Council for the Social
Studies at its annual conference.
Grand Valley’s Bicycle Factory received
first place in the Best New ConstructionLarge Project category at the Neighborhood
Business Alliance Awards.
News and Information Services received
MarCom Awards for the 2009 Commencement
video and 2009 Convocation video. NIS
also received Davey Awards for the 2009
Commencement video, Around Grand Valley
Tour video and Berkowitz Scholarship video.
Elena Lioubimtseva, associate professor of
geography and planning, gave a presentation,

“Societal Vulnerability and Adaptations to
Climate Change in Arid Environments of
Central Asia,” at the joint meeting of the NASA
Land-Use Land-Cover Change Science Team
and the National Space Agency of Kazakhstan,
in Almaty, Kazakhstan. She also co-wrote an
article, “Climate and Environmental Change
in Arid Central Asia: Impacts, Vulnerability, and
Adaptations,” published in the Journal
of Arid Environments.
Claudia Leiras-Laubach, assistant professor
of nursing, gave a presentation, “The Effect
of Recent Trends and Issues in Genomics
on Nursing Practice,” at the 40th Biennial
Sigma Theta Tau International convention.
Salvatore Alaimo, assistant professor of public
and nonprofit administration, gave a
presentation, “Program Evaluation Capacity
Building,” for the University of Notre Dame’s
Mendoza College of Business Nonprofit
Executive Leadership program in Cicero,
Illinois.
Erin Busscher, academic advisor for Kirkhof
College of Nursing, gave a presentation, “COTs
Support Student Success,” at the COT
Development Workshop.
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of
movement science, wrote an article, “Drop
and Give Us 20, Seifried: A Practical Response
to ‘Defending the Use of Punishment
by Coaches,’” published in Quest.
Sheldon Kopperl, professor of biomedical
sciences and liberal studies, gave a
presentation, “An Introduction to Judaism
Course Adaptable Yet Specific to a Variety
of Audiences,” at the annual meeting of the
American Academy of Religion in Montreal.

Chemistry faculty members Ellen
Yezierski and Deborah Herrington
gave a presentation, “Target Inquiry:
Transforming In-Service Teacher Professional
Development and Instruction in High
School Chemistry,” at the National Science
Foundation’s Discovery Research K-12
PI Meeting held in Washington, DC.
A. Scott Rood, assistant professor of
hospitality and tourism management, gave a
presentation, “Understanding Generational
Diversity in the Workplace: What Resorts
Can and Are Doing,” at the 29th Annual
Resort and Commercial Recreation
Association Conference in South Carolina.
Rood received the association’s Success in
Leadership Award; he also co-chaired the
researcher’s symposium at the conference.
Jennifer L. McCaul, director of the College of
Community and Public Service Undergraduate
Advising Center, gave a presentation, “From
Proposal to Assessment: Restructuring
Advising for Student Success,” at the National
Academic Advising Association Annual
Conference held in San Antonio, Texas.
Jason Crouthamel, associate professor of
history, gave a presentation, “Redefining
the ‘Authentic’ Man: The Warrior Ideal and
the Homosexual Movement in World War
I and Weimar, Germany,” at the War and
Men: Masculinity Under Fire Conference
at McGill University in Montreal.
WGVU Productions received Davey Awards
for three productions: “The Art of Listening
with Stefon Harris,” “Portraits of the Promised,”
and “Battle Creek: Celebrating Flight 2009.”

